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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINT ETEL SCUL RO 

SUB J : TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH AMERICAN PRESS ON ROMANIAN 
DISSIDENCE 

GIVEN THE ABSENCE OF ANY RESIDENT WESTERN CORRES- 
PONDENT IN BUCHAREST, EMBASSY HAS BEEN AVERAGING TWO 
CALLS PER DAY RECENTLY FROM AMERICAN CORRESPONDENTS BASED 
IN EUROPE CONCERNING ROMANIAN DISSIDENTS. WE ARE NOT 
ABLE FOR VARIETY OF REASONS (INCLUDING DISSIDENTS OWN WEL- 
FARE) TO ACT AS STRINGERS. IN ADDITION, GOR HAS BE- 
COME EXTREMELY SENSITIVE TO ANY QUESTIONS RELATING TO 
ROMANIAN DISSIDENTS AND IT HAS BECOME NOT ONLY DIFFI- 
CULT BUT IN SEVERAL RECENT INSTANCES, PROBABLY COUNTER 
PRODUCTIVE BOTH FOR DISSIDENT MOVEMENT AND EMBASSY TO 
ATTEMPT TO TREAT THIS COMPLICATED SUBJECT ON THE TELEPHONE. 
WE HAVE DECIDED, THEREFORE, ORDINARILY TO LIMIT 
ALL EMBASSY TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH AMERICAN PRESS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BUCHAR 02505 051808Z 

TO ONLY PAO. IN THE FUTURE, EMBASSY WILL NOT DIS 
CUSS SPECIFICS OF ROMANIAN DISSIDENT MOVEMENT ON 
THE PHONE BUT THIS POST WILL BE HAPPY TO GIVE BACK- 
GROUND BRIEFINGS TO ANY AMERICAN JOURNALISTS WHO 
COME TO EMBASSY. 

BARNES 
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